
Kilmurry Parish boasts 24 townlands and we continue our profile each of these in ran-
dom order.  

1. Clearagh 

This 468 acre townland takes its name from the Gaelic word Cliathrach a hurdle passage-
way through swampy ground or a place where reeds were burned on St. John’s Eve in-
voking health for livestock.  

2. Knockboy 

Cnoc Buidhe (200 acres) is thought 
to have been named as such for 
the local furze blossom. 

3. Ardrah 

Árd Ráth (high fort) comprises 
132 acres. A ring fort which once 
stood here has been leveled.   

4. Curraclough 

The name of this very large (905 acre) townland of Corra Cloch refers to a stone enclo-
sure.  On the River Bride at the south side is a site of Mullenbaun corn mills - Muileann 
Bán (white mill) and a tuck mill.  At Crushmore - Chrois Mhór (big cross) at the south 
side is a children’s burial ground.  On the north boundary are Aghanboy Bridhe (Áthan 
Buidhe—yellow ford)  and Aghnaveloge Bridge (Áthna Feithleoige- ford of the woodbine). 

 

The photograph above shows the rock art stone at Clearagh (Longitude 8° 55' 27.24" W 
Latitude 51° 50' 8.08" N). 

 

TOWNLAND TRAIL 
NEWSLETTER 

AVAILABILTY 
 

• This newsletter will ap-
pear twice annually, in 
Winter and Summer  

• It will be available in all 
local shops. 

• We hope it will soon be 
available on the 
www.kilmurry.ie website 

• Contributions of articles 
and snippets very welcome 

• The newsletter is free 

INSIDE THIS ISSUE: 

TOWNLAND TRAIL 1 

OFFICERS 1 

ROADWAYS, PAST 
AND PRESENT 

2 

OBITUARY– JOHN  
SHEEHAN 

3 

PAST MASTERS 4 

SOCIETY OFFICERS FOR 06/07 
 

KILMURRY HISTORICAL AND ARCHAEOLOGICAL SOCIETY 

KILMURRY HISTORICAL & 
ARCHAEOLOGICAL SOCIETY NEWSLETTER  

WINTER 2006 VOLUME 1 ISSUE 3  

 

CONTACT 

Contact any of the Society 
officers or any member of 
the Committee if you would 
like to contribute to this 
newsletter or if you have 
any comments or views 
about its contents.  

© Tom FourWinds  

President: Professor David O’Mahony 
Chairman: Noel Howard 
Vice Chairman: Billy Crowley  
Treasurer: Connie Long  
Asst. Treasurer: Terence McSwiney  
Secretary: Terence McSwiney 
Asst. Secretary: Bridget Goulding  
PRO: Tony Murphy 
 

Patrons: Maire MacSwiney-Brugha, Denis 
Long 
 
Committee: Sile Ni Buachalla, John 
FitzGerald (Newsletter Editor), Michael 
Garvey, Tim Hartnett, Mairead Herlihy, 
Richard Hinchion, Peggy Howard,  Eileen 
O’Mahony, Sarah McSweeney, Tom 
Murray, Tom Sheehan 



It is interesting to note the road changes that have taken place in the Dooniskey/Kilmurry area over the last two to three 
hundred years, particularly as we are again likely to see a major new road through this area in the near future.   There are 
some interesting things about our local roadways.  For instance, the bridge at Ballymichael (photographed on the cover of the 
last Newsletter) which is partially submerged in the Lee Reservoir was both a road and railway bridge, as the road went over 
it and the rail line to Macroom went under it. 

The stretch of this same road (now known as 
the N22) from Sheehan’s Cross, just west of 
Dooniskey, to the Two Mile Bridge at Cool-
cower was built in the early 1950’s.   The old 
road was flooded at this point to facilitate 
what was then known as the “Lee Scheme” 
which involved the building of dams at Innis-
carra and Carrigadrohid for the generation of  
electricity.  The old route from Sheehan's 
Cross to a point almost directly east of the 
Two Mile Bridge was part of the old road or 
‘Coach Road’.   At the Two Mile Bridge 
there was a cross roads with the road to 
Macroom turning left (westwards) over the 
bridge and then turning right (north) for 
Macroom. 

This road was known as the Coach Road as it 
was the road used at the time by the Stagecoach.    It was built about 1740 and was used by such people as Daniel O’Connell, 
the Great Liberator from Derrynane, near Waterville in Kerry.   Daniel O’Connell is reputed to have changed horses at the 
Stage Cross near Crookstown on his way to Cork to defend John Burke in the so-called Doneraile Conspiracy.  On another 
occasion O’Connell is said to have stopped at the tavern in Farnanes, and when asked as to the nature of his business he re-
plied “food and water for my horses and a morsel for myself”. 

This Coach Road was originally known as a Baronial road as the money used to build such roads came from a tax levied 
throughout the Barony (in this case West Muskerry).   It was also a “toll” road at one time. 

The road system before this was totally different in that the road from Kerry coming from the west came through Kilnarova-
nach and Elm Glen, in front of Warrenscourt House, up beside Eileen O’Mahony’s, Ballymichael, and on towards Kilmurry 
through Farran as it is now called.  The road then continued up to the top of Clomacow where it was joined by a road from 
the South (Beal na Blath) near to Tim Kelleher’s House.  The road then turned left and down Dan Holland’s Lane (now Kel-
leher’s) crossing the valley near O’Leary’s Garage in Lissarda and then turning right, heading east above Peter O’Regan’s 
House.  It proceeded for Crookstown House (O’Mahony's) and then continued North over the top of Inchirahilly, crossing 
the Lee near Coachford and eventually joining the Kerry Butter Road which entered Cork at Blarney Street.  

This road was closed by Sir Augustus Warren (or "Gustin" as he was locally known) as it passed in front of Warrenscourt 
House. Sir Augustus built three lakes on the path of the road and also had gates erected near Kilmurry.   To do this he had to 
receive permission from the House of Commons to close the road.   When Sir Augustus Warren closed the road, Sir Richard 
Beamish, who was an engineer, built the road that is still referred to as “Beamish's Line”   The road to Macroom at this time 
branched off at Eileen O’Mahonys just above where Ballymichael Bridge now stands.   The road went straight North (past 
where Donal O’Callaghan's  house now stands, joining the present road, known as Boithrin na Gloch, between Laytons and 
FitzGerald’s in Carrigdarrery.   The road then continued North over the top of Dooniskey.   It is known as the High Road or 
Cnocann na Croice -The Hill of the Hanging, reputedly the site of Whiteboy activity.   The present map spelling for 
Knockawnnacrohy has no meaning.  Another road branched off this road just east of  Traolach Layton's house in Carrigdar-
rery heading for Dooniskey.  There were a number of houses on this road, I believe seven or eight, visible in the 1840’s OS 
map.   It was in one of these houses that Sean O’Heagarty was born.  Sean was elected O/C of the First Cork Brigade Old 
IRA following the death of Terence McSwiney. 

The reason these roads took such circuitous routes was that both the Lee and Bride Valleys were then seriously flooded in 
places.   It has also been said of this time that “a squirrel could travel from Cork to Killarney without ever touching the 
ground” as dense plantations of native oak spanned the entire South of Ireland up until the early eighteenth century. 

ROADWAYS—PAST AND PRESENT 
BY CONNIE LONG 



 

 

 

The unexpected demise of our good friend and chairman, John 
Sheehan, has deprived his friends and the world of history of a 
good friend and a eminent historian. 

We extend our sincere sympathy to his wife Bridie, (Treasurer 
of our Society), his daughters Marie & Jacinta and his son Tom, 
his brothers, sisters and relatives. 

John Sheehan was born in Kilmurry into a family with long-
rooted historical connections and long resident in the parish. 

His father Pake had in earlier times put his encyclopaedic 
knowledge and interest in local history towards the foundation, 
along with others, of our Society and museum.  Pake Sheehan 
was a founder member and Chairman. 

John worked as a registered psychiatric nurse at Our Lady’s 
Hospital, Cork, where he was actively involved with the devel-
opment and running of the progressive Industrial Training Cen-
tre. 

With the late Liam Dowling he collected and preserved histori-
cal documents and artefacts relating to life in the hospital back 
to the 1800’s.  This collection is now exhibited in the new City 
and County Archives building in Blackpool, Cork. 

Although he lived most of his adult life in Bishopstown, John 
retained an intense interest and love of Kilmurry village and 
parish and was a committed supporter of Kilmurry GAA club. 

He devoted a huge amount of his time to the location, preserva-
tion, labelling and cataloguing of the comprehensive collection 
of artifacts now displayed in our museum. 

However, John’s interest in history was more than academic. It 
included display and restoration of artefacts, building mainte-
nance, painting - in fact whatever it took to keep the museum 
going, always ably assisted by his wife Bridie! 

John was equally generous in supporting other historical organi-
zations.  He was Secretary and later President of The Cork His-
torical and Archaeological Society, earning the respect and af-
fection of his colleagues.  He was widely consulted by writers 
and scholars on a broad range of archaeological and historical 
topics. 

John had a major input into the series of RTE radio broadcasts 
recorded in Kilmurry by Donnchadh O’Dualing. 

John studied archaeology at UCC and graduated with a degree 
in the 1980’s. 

In the 1960’s John, his father, and other locals carried out a 
comprehensive survey of the old Kilmurry graveyard, recording 
the tomb and gravestone inscriptions and restoring and cleaning 
many of the fallen gravestones. The records made during this 
survey now form an important local historical record and pro-

vide a comprehensive reference for students and historians. 

Over the years John produced a memorable collection of 35 
mm slides visually recording  historical and archaeological sites 
in the Kilmurry area.  This collection is now a valuable addition 
to parish historical records. 

During the recent National Heritage Week a presentation was 
made to Bridie and the Sheehan family in acknowledgment of 
John’s contribution to previous National Heritage Week histori-
cal events. 

However John’s most enduring epitaph is the inspiration and 
leadership he gave to his friends and fellow-members of the 
Society. 

He engendered a love of all things historical and archaeological, 
particularly relating to Kilmurry parish  This is manifest in the 
current healthy state of Kilmurry Historical and Archaeological 
Society and the Terence McSwiney Memorial Museum. 

JOHN SHEEHAN RIP 
BY NOEL HOWARD 



Der Hartnett attended Kilmurry National School 

from 1952-1961. He attended the old boy’s school first 
and then moved with his class mates into the new school 
building in 1956. He attended St. Finbarr’s Farranferris 
from 1961 until 1966. He was active in GAA, competing 
in  many Harty Cup matches. His commitment to the na-
tional games continued throughout his life as both a player 
and mentor with Cloughduv and Kilmurry GAA clubs. He 
trained as a National School teacher in St. Patrick’s Train-
ing College from 1966-1968 and his first appointment was 
in Scoil an Sproid Naoimh, Bishopstown, where he worked 
until 1975. He attended UCC as an extra mural student 
from 1970-1975, obtaining a BA and the Higher Diploma 
in Education. In 1975, the then distinguished Principal of 
Kilmurry School, Master Donal O' Buachalla, retired and 
Der was appointed as Principal, following in the footsteps 
of his grand-aunt who had been Principal of the girl’s 
school in the early part of the century. 

During his tenure as Principal, Der saw many changes.  
The school grew in size - an extension was needed to ac-
commodate the increased numbers - and the boys’ and 
girls’ schools amalgamated in 1981. Changes in the educa-
tional system meant that the management of the school 
passed from the local parish priest to a Board of Manage-
ment and there were two major changes to the Primary 
School curriculum. The Parents Association was also a new 
development, reflecting the increased participation of the 
community in the school. 

Der’s influence was felt in extra-curricular activities as well 
as those strictly within the educational sphere. He first en-
tered a boys’ team in the Sciath na Scoil competition in 
1992. They reached the final eight times and were success-
ful in winning the title on three occasions. Not to be out-
done, the girls began competing in 1996 and reached seven 

finals. They took the title on four occasions, the last in 
2006. Der also took both boys’ and girls’ teams to the 
County Sevens’ finals where Kilmurry NS won the boys’ 
title twice and the girls’ once. 

Many of the boys and girls who trained with Der went to 
achieve more honours with Club and County teams. Der 
complemented his work in school with his commitment of 
over 25 years to Kilmurry underage teams. 

Der’s interest in general knowledge is well known and 
many of his pupils recall how he was able to make learning 
enjoyable by running quizzes and competitions. This skill 
was turned to good account as Kilmurry National School 
has an excellent record of success in National, Provincial 
and County quiz titles. The school won the Credit Union 
Junior All Ireland title. In the Credit Union Senior Compe-
tition they achieved a third place. The school also had suc-
cess as runners up in the Cadbury’s Senior All Ireland quiz. 

Other sporting interests that Der encouraged during his 
time as Principal were: chess, basketball, soccer, table ten-
nis and volleyball. 

Der Hartnett spent a total of 40 years in Kilmurry National 
School both as pupil and Principal. His contribution as an 
educator and facilitator of education is incalculable. 

 

  
MUSEUM OPEN ON SUNDAYS FROM 
2-6 PM (APRIL TO OCTOBER) OR BY 
PRIOR ARRANGEMENT WITH 
TERENCE MCSWINEY, SECRETARY 
(  7336062) OR ANY OF THE 
OTHER SOCIETY OFFICERS 

PROFILE OF THE MASTERS 

THIS IS THE FIRST IN OUR SERIES OF PROFILES OF HEAD TEACHERS OF THE KILMURRY NATIONAL SCHOOL 
 

“Nior luigheas riamh mo shúil ar aon dúthaigh chomh  

breágh leis an áit ud go nglaodther Cill Mhuire” 


