
The Co-operative movement has a proud tradition in Kilmurry Parish.   Lissarda and 
Cloughduv Co-Ops were among the very first Co-Ops  formed in the entire country.   
Lissarda was formed in 1891 and started operating in 1892.   It was known as Lissarda 
Dairy Co-Operative Society 
Ltd. 

Cloughduv was formed in 
1892.   On 23 January of the 
following year, a resolution 
was passed naming the soci-
ety East Muskerry Dairy Co-
Operative Ltd with R.C. 
Harold as acting secretary. 

The two societies operated 
separately although a good 
deal of co-operation seems to 
have existed between them 
from the start. 

Both societies were very progressive with very dependable committees.  Both sold but-
ter to Lovel and Christmas early on.   Both sent butter to Cardiff.  Both made cheese  
from 1914 to 1918 and both paid a bonus on milk for cheese.  Both also lost money on 
the venture, Lissarda faring worse.  Lissarda made cheese again from 1926 to 1932. 

Milk was separated twice daily including Sunday.  Both societies changed to paying for 
milk on a butterfat rather than on a per gallon basis in 1928. 

In 1905 there were 64 members with a paid up share capital of £693 in Lissarda, while 
in East Muskerry there were 47 members with a paid up share capital of £472. 
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MATERIAL? 

Contact any of the Society 
officers or any member of 
the Committee if you 
would like to contribute to 
this newsletter or if you 
have any comments or 
views about its contents. 

Naming the history of Kilmurry GAA Club’s recent 
book “The Flourishing States” aroused much interest 
as to the origin of the title.  Its author, Michael Galvin, 
gives two possible explanations. 
 
One involves wandering labourers or spailpiní, who 
were seasonally hired by local farners.  One such 
spailpin, well satisfied with his wages and conditions in 
Kilmurry, referred to the place in his travels as “the 
flourishing states” (estates). 
 
Another version claims that the name is attributable to 

an eighteenth century raparee or outlaw, John Murphy 
of Tarelton, also known as Sean Ruadh An Ghoarthaigh, 
who was most thankful to the people of Kilmurry while 
on the run there. 
 
Common to both versions is the reference to the 
generosity and hospitality of the people of the area. 
 
Any other suggestions for the term “the flourishing 
states” would be most welcome. 

 
By Michael Garvey 

§ 

§ 



Kilmurry Parish boasts 24 townlands and we continue our profile each of these in random order…..  

1. Lissardagh 

The 466 acre townland of Lios Ard Achadh or fort of the high field is written Lissardahy in the Civil Survey of Muskerry.  At 
Springhill on the south side of the townland was a brewery founded by the Baldwins of Mount Pleasant who had property 
there and who lived at Lissardagh House for a time.  Mention is made in the Civil Survey of the small townland of Knockan-
curreene (hillock of the rough land) between Lissardagh and Kilcondy, of which Leary’s Gorse occupies part. 

2. Cloghmacow 

Cloch Mhachua (Machua’s stone house) spans 500 acres exactly and boasts a number of ring forts. At the north side is a stone 
circle as well as a standing stone called Cloghnamnafinne (stone of the fair lady). On the northern boundry are Lough Aprea-
gaun or Lough a’Phreachain (the lake of the periwinkle) and Clogheraholla or Clochar na hUla (the  stone vault) or ‘station’ 
in paying ‘rounds’.  At the southern end on the old Cork-Macroom road stood a toll gate called the Geata Bán. 

3. Clodagh 

Cloch Dhaith or David’s stone house extends over 470 acres and could also read as Cloch Damh, home of the poets.  At the 
south are the ruins of Clodagh Castle of the MacSweeneys which was built on the earlier fortress of the de Cogans.  In the 
townland are a few ring forts.  At the east side is Bealahaferine Bridge marking the eastern boundary of Kilmurry parish.  At 
the north side, at the Cork-Macroom road is the Stage Cross where Daniel O’Connell is reputed to have changed horses 
while on his way to the Cork Assizes in 1829to plead the case of those involved in what was known as the Doneraile Conspir-
acy. 

A recent Sunday outing of the Society took place at Warrenscourt Demense, Lissarda, with the generous cooperation of the resident Duggan 
Family.  The following is the first part of a talk delivered in situ by Michael Galvin, Kilmurry, noted author and historian.  The second 
instalment will appear in the next issue. 

The Cromwellian and Confederate wars of the 1640’s, as well as the Williamite wars of the 1690’s, together with attendant 
plantations and confiscations such as the Acts of Attainder and Settlement, saw the Gaelic clans loose much of their lands.   In 
the Kilmurry area this was the case with the O'Mahonys and their overlords the McCarthys.  Into this particular vacuum 
came one Wallis Warren,  of nearby Kinneigh.  Warren acquired Warrenscourt in 1688.   His grandson Robert became the 
first Baronet in 1784. 

The name Warren is an Anglicisation of the French De Varenne who came to England in the Norman Invasion of 1066  with 
the French Protestant Huguenots who were expelled form Post Reformation Catholic France by Louis XIVV.   Settling in 
Sommerset the Warrens served in the Cromwellian armies in the 1640’s acquiring confiscated land in lieu payment of such 
service.  Throughout the relatively peaceful and settled 1700's Warrenscourt developed and expanded remaining firmly loyal 
to the crown, and resisting various protestant patriotic sentiment. 

The American War of Independence resulted in the setting up of the Volunteer Association in 1778.  Corps. of Volunteers 
were set up all over the country to protect the country with thousands of regular troops abroad.   The Muskerry Blue Light 
Dragoons was a cavalry corps and Robert Warren was actively involved.   The Volunteers also kept in check various White-
boy disturbances.   Deeply influenced by the American experience, the Volunteers became more independence minded as 
the late 1700’s approached and a large meeting in Macroom chaired by Robert Warren articulated various grievances as out-
lined at the great Convention of Dungarvan. 

The French Revolution of 1789 turned many Volunteers like Warren against any form of separatism; at the same time it  
influenced Republican sentiment in the opposite direction with the setting up of the United Irishmen in 1791.   This culmi-
nated in an attempted French landing in 1796 and in response the Muskerry Yeomanry to counteract this, spearheaded by Sir 
Augustus Warren and Samuel Swete, Greenville.   The 1798 Rebellion ratcheted up violence all over the country and incited 
the savage response of the Yeomanry.  In the height of the crisis, Fr Michael Falvey P.P. Kilmurry invited Sir Augustus War-
ren to speak against the United Irishmen in Kilmurry Chapel.   Sir Augustus Warren and Samuel Swete acted as magistrates 
as well as Yeomanry enforcers; sitting at Crookstown and committing many to flogging, gaol, and transportation. 

TOWNLAND TRAIL 

A LECTURE AND GUIDED TOUR OF WARENSCOURT 



Back, L to R : 

The defeat of the United Irishmen and the subsequent Act Of Union was largely welcomed by Sir Augustus Warren.  The White-
boy disturbances of the early 1800’s culminating in the Battle of Deshure as well as the attach on Greenville House 1822 in the 
main led to the reformation of the Muskerry Yeomanry which was finally disbanded in 1834.   The Muskerry Yeomanry attended 
the hangings in Tarelton in 1822. 

O’Connell’s Repeal movement prompted Sir Augustus Warren to suggest the resurrection of the Muskerry Yeomanry but this 
was never seriously considered by the government due to the formation of the constabulary (Peelers). 

Sir Augustus Warren attempted again in 1848 to set up a corps of Yeomanry during the Young Ireland Rebellion of 1848, but 
again he was not taken seriously.  Notwithstanding Warren’s unpopular political ideology, his contribution to Famine relief was 
quite considerable as was his assistance in building St Mary’s and St Andrew’s churches in Kilmurry; also the Cork Macroom Rail-
way project.   Warren once more suggested setting up a troop of Yeomanry to counteract the Fenian movement while at the same 
time Lady Warren was secretly facilitating the escape from the constabulary of local Fenian sympathisers. 

As landlords, however, the Warrens were relatively popular.   On April 28th, 1864 Sir Augustus Riversdale, 5th Baronet, married 
Georgina Blennerhasset.  Returning from their London honeymoon, triumphal arches were erected at Ryecourt, Farnanes, Lis-
sarda, Dooniskey and Warrens Bridge.   400 “respectable tenants” welcomed the bridal party in front of the great house and a fes-
tive banquet ensued.  Bonfires blazed in the country all round, the celebrations added to when it was announced that Sir Augustus 
was the new Master of the Muskerry Foxhounds.   In the 1868 general election Sir Augustus Warren ran for the Kinsale seat but 
realising he was out of his depth he withdrew early. 

Warren was vehemently anti Home Rule.  His first foray being an attack on Isaac Butte in a Harvest Home speech of Sept. 1870 
and again at a similar event four years later when a banner read “Cead Mile Failte –Long Live Sir Augustus and Lady Warren –God 
Save the Queen –Unity is strength-Home Rule will be our Doom”. 

In May 1874 Sir Augustus Warren was invited as one of the many special guests to the opening of St Josephs Church Cloughduve 
(Canon John Foley warned the ordinary people to stay away due to a shortage of places). 

An attack on Butt’s Land Bill of 1876 by Sir A. Warren at another Harvest Home function was counter-attacked by a Cork Exam-
iner editorial referring to the baronet as a “Unionist Lackey”. 

Text of a lecture kindly delivered at the KHAS outing to Warrenscourt by Michael Galvin, Author and renowned Historian.  To be 
continued in the next issue. 



The two societies amalgamated in 1951, the new society being 
named Muskerry & Lissarda Dairy Co-operative Society Ltd.   
The first steps towards this amalgamation were taken a couple of 
years earlier with the formation of a joint committee to start a 
chicken hatchery in Lissarda.   This enterprise functioned quite 
satisfactorily for a good number of years, based in what is now a 
garden centre.   In 1963 the society took over Ballinhassig .   In 
1967 they joined Ballyclough and in 1990 Ballyclough and 
Mitchelstown amalgamated to form Dairygold. 

There was some debate in Lissarda as to where the creamery 
should be located with some members of the committee wanting 
to build the creamery further east near the Stage Cross.  How-
ever, since Jack FitzGerald had already built a meal and flour 
store in Lissarda, it was decided to lease part of the premises for 
use as a Creamery.  The lease price agreed was for £5 per year 
for the lifetime of the committee, meaning until the last member 
of the committee should die (the last member to pass away was 
Colonel Warren of Crookstown House some thirty years later).   
A new lease was then drawn up for £50 per year on instalment.   
Fitzgerald's ran a thriving hardware business side by side with the 
creamery from the same premises until the early 1930’s holding 
the franchise for Pierce Farm machinery at one stage.   The entire 
premises was purchased for £1,500 on instalment under the 
Chairmanship of Ned Wall, also chairman of the I.A.W.S. at this 
time.   In the early years Lissarda was one of the main training 
centres for training creamery managers.   They started the first 
cow testing association in Ireland on 7th May 1909.  Only one 
cow in the herd had to be tested, the farmer weighing the milk 
himself and bringing a sample to the creamery to be tested. 

An egg packing centre was established early on.  Eggs were sold 
for 10d.(ten “old” pence) per dozen in 1910; milk was 4 5/8 
pence  per gallon in 1912. 

During and after the first world war transport of pigs to Britain 
was a major problem owing to a shortage of boats.   A Branch of 
the Farmers Union existed in Lissarda at this time who chartered 
a special boat and in conjunction with the Co-op Lissarda became 
one of the main centres for the export of live pigs.  It was just 
another step to start slaughtering on their own and this com-
menced in Lissarda on the 11th November 1926.  The enterprise 
lasted for over 2 months having to be discontinued owing to 
health regulations as butter and cheese were being made on the 
same premises.   Slaughtering was then transferred to Sean Le-
hanes in Dooniskey for a number of years.  It was subsequently 
transferred to Angleasea Street in Cork and from there to the 
Farmers Union in Ballincollig before it was eventually sold to 
Byrne’s Bacon Co. 

East Muskerry Dairy Co-operative society (Cloughduv) was 
started in 1892.   In March 1893 D Collins was appointed man-
ager and Hana Foley as butter maker at £1-7s-0d and £1 respec-
tively.   Separation started on 8th June 1893, twice daily, includ-
ing Sunday.  In June 3 ¼d (three pence farthing) per gallon was 
paid for milk, this was reduced to 2 3/4 d (two pence three far-
things) in July.   In September 1904 it was still 3 ¼d (three pence 
farthing).  The first call on shares was made in October 1893 for 
2s-6d of ordinary £1 shares.   The society affiliated to I.A.O.S. 
on 30th May 1890 and they started supplying feeds and seeds etc 
from this time. They discussed poultry trussing and egg packing.  
They requested the IAOS to send a poultry lecturer and re-

quested Cork livestock committee to send Professor Mason to 
talk on animal diseases.   They were now paying a dividend of 5% 
(1902).  In June 1901 the society organised a conference of Cork 
Co-op. societies to discuss the import of margarine, the Lord 
Mayor making the Council Chambers available for this meeting.   
In 1903 agents were appointed in England to promote the sale of 
butter.  Sunday working in excess of 3 hours for persons under 
18 was prohibited.   In 1910 coal was £1.0s.0d per ton. In 1903 
typicalworkmen’s wages were £0-6-0 per week (4 days). In 1907 
there was concern about a drop in milk supply and wages were 
cut. 

The first Lissarda Committee comprised: 

John Godsil, Chairman,  Jackie Daly, Ned Neville, Denis A 
O’Leary, Dan Donovan, George Fuller, Matt. Murphy, Colonel 
Warren, Jack FitzGerald 

In 1927 East Muskerry were asked to start creameries in various 
places such as Leary’s Cross, Castlack, Farran and Templemartin.   
They built and operated a creamery in Templemartin. 

In 1937 amalgamation with the dairy disposal board creameries at 
Terelton, Bengour and Mossgrove was discussed.  While the 
Minister was agreeable, however, it did not materialise. 

In 1936 a telephone was ordered . In 1934 500 Sitka Spruce and 
500 Scots Pine were purchased for Templemartin at a total cost 
of £2.   The man credited with the success of this society more 
than anyone else is Tim O’Sullivan, Cloughduv who was Chair-
man from 1897 to 1941.   As well as chairman he often acted as 
manager, buying materials for the creamery and stores as well as 
finding markets.  In 1955 a provender milling business was 
started. 

The East Muskerry Committee comprised; 

R C Harold, Chairman,  John Cronin, Stephen Murphy, Thomas 
Good, C J Harold, John B Murphy, James O’Keeffe, Michael G 
Foley. 

In 1901 East Muskerry won a cup for quality butter making at the 
Glasgow Exhibition.  Lissarda had won a cup some years earlier 
but I do not know the details. 

I would appreciate if anybody could supply any more information 
on this or any other aspects of the early years, particularly of 
Lissarda Co-Op as I intend to publish a more comprehensive 
paper. 

There was a third Co-Op in the parish as well.  This was gener-
ally known as ‘The Store’ in Dooniskey.  The Co-op was formed 
in 1917 as a consumer Co-Op, as distinct from the more popular 
producer Co-Op. 

By Connie Long 

 

CO-OP HISTORY CONTINUED 

THANK YOU TO MICHAEL GALVIN , HORN-

HILL FOR SUPPLYING the names of the people in the 
mystery photograph appearing in the last issue: the event was 
the opening meet of the Poulanargid Harriers, in Poulaanrgid, 
1970.  Details will appear on the (nascent) KHAS website. 


