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 KHAA were thrilled to receive the 
proceeds of a jumble sale by the    
pupils of Kilmurry National School. 
The pupils raised the considerable 
sum of €520 which was donated to 
the building fund of the new         
museum. The Society would like to 

                thank all those involved. 

Kilmurry National School gets behind Museum 

Kilmurry Archaeological and Historical Association are     
delighted to announce that the Kilmurry Museum project 
has secured over €400,000 from the government in the 
recent budget. The money is to be spent on developing a 
state of the art Museum and Cultural Centre to be known 
as ‘An Geata Bán.’ This project has been in the pipeline 
for many years and the new centre will replace the      
existing museum which is not suited to the increasing 
number of items and artifacts currently on display. When 
completed ‘An Geata Bán’ will support nineteen local 
community organizations and serve over 4,000 people 
living in the Kilmurry and surrounding area.  
 The new centre will be a modern and innovative 
building whose scale, form and materials recall rural 
building types, in-keeping with the museum’s location 
and subject matter. It will be one of a handful of  purpose
-built museums in Ireland.  
 It is envisaged the centre will be the starting point 
for a number of cycling and walking routes in the Lee   
Valley. It will also house a museum and audio visual 
space both of which will provide information on the near-
by historical sites and events including the ambushes at 
Beal na Blath, Crossbarry and Kilmichael to name but a 
few. The audio visual centre can be adapted to suit      
lectures and performances.  
 A coffee shop and meeting rooms are also              
incorporated into the design making An Geata Bán a   
social centre within the community. In the past the      
absence of such a focal point has seen business and     
activities move away from Kilmurry village. It is therefore 
hoped that the centre will contribute to the revitalization 
of the village through the attraction of book launches, 
lectures/presentations to various community groups,   
agricultural training sessions, musical, art and cultural 
presentations, night classes and lectures etc.  

Kilmurry Museum Secures Funding  

St. Patrick’s Day Parade 

Visit our website at  

www.kilmurrymuseum.webs.com 



Death Occurs of of Much Loved Patron   
It was with great sadness we learned of the death of Máire 
MacSwiney Brugha, Patron of the Society and of the Terence 
MacSwiney Memorial Museum, Kilmurry. Indeed, Máire      
performed the official opening in 1965 and never failed to 
show her ongoing interest in the museum and the  Kilmurry 
Historical & Archaeological Association.  
 Born on the 23rd June 1918, Maire was the only child of 
Terence MacSwiney, Lord Mayor of Cork who died after      
seventy-three days on    hunger strike in Brixton Prison on 25th 
October 1920. Máire’s mother,   Muriel Murphy was a member 
of the Murphy distillery family Cork.  

 Máire studied at UCC and got her B.A. degree in 1939 and M.A. in 1942 and 
subsequently taught French and Latin at Scoil Ita, Cork, which her aunts Maire and 
Annie (Terence’s sisters) had founded.  In 1945 Maire married Ruairí Brugha, the son 
of Cathal Brugha, another famous Republican of the War of Independence. 
  The MacSwineys have been associated with the Crookstown/Kilmurry area 
for many centuries and it is believed that Terence MacSwiney’s forebears lived for 
some time in the building which houses the existing   museum.  
 The  museum houses a collection of memorabilia related to the MacSwiney 
family including a painting of Clodagh Castle by Máire and Ruairí’s son, Cathal, when 
he was 14, a wheel of the hearse which carried the body of Terence MacSwiney, a 
copy of his death mask as well as books, copies of letters, photographs and           
genealogy of the MacSwiney family.  
Ar dheis Dé go raibh a hanam dilis 

A large turnout of members and villagers welcomed members of 'Battlegroup South, 
with their WW2 vehicles on their recent visit to the museum. Above: Members of 

Kilmurry Historical Association with Battlegroup South members.  

‘Battlegroup South’ visits Kilmurry 

Graveyard Survey-St. 
Mary’s Graveyard, 

Kilmurry 
During the month of August  KHAA was 
involved in a  Leader sponsored Grave-
yard Survey programme in Kilmurry Old 
Graveyard. This initiative aims to digitally 
record and publish historic graveyard 
surveys and stories.  

 All 422 headstones were photographed and their GPS location recorded. The 
team also surveyed & recorded the details of each headstone. All this information 
has been uploaded to an easily searchable and findable web database  
 The  ‘Historic Graves’ system allows communities to build a multi-media 
online record of the historic graves in their own areas. Each community feeds into 
an online national database creating a growing database of records and stories 
which can be accessed for free. See full details on www.historicgraves.com. 
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Congratulations to local historian and author, 
Michael Galvin launched his latest publication, 
Kilmurry 1911-1914-People and Politics. Dr. John 
Borgonovo of UCC History Department when 
launching the book described it as a social        
document showing how people lived their lives 
but within the context of more turbulent times.  

                     

 

 

 

 

The Gathering  
A very successful gathering took place in aid of 
Kilmurry Museum on Saturday October 12th last. 
Various stalls were present along with the ever 
popular ‘pig on a spit.’ Bouncing castles were 
provided for the younger historians while adults 
were entertained with raffles, music and displays 
from Battle Group South. All in all  it was a     
pleasant social occasion and the Association 
would like to thank all those who attended.  

Visit our website at www.kilmurrymuseum.webs.com 
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Condolences  
The Association would like to express its         
condolences to the families of former Vice-
Chairman, Billy Crowley, Coolduve, Lissarda, 
Denis Long, Farnanes, lifelong member of the 
Association and Síle ní Bhuachalla, former 
Committee member. 
Ar dheis Dé go raibh a n-anamacha dilis 
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