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‘Celebrating Cork’s 

Past’ Exhibition 
For the second successive year Killmurry 

Historical & Archaeological Society          

participated in the Annual ‘Celebrating Cork 

Past  Exhibition’ This year the exhibition was 

described as a 'Wonderland of Heritage’.  

           The stand this 

year attracted a lot of 

critical attention and 

comment, the theme 

being the Irish War of 

Independence. Many 

thanks to the members 

who set up and manned 

the stand. High visitor numbers on the day 

meant they were inundated with questions and    

comments on the society. We also gleaned 

additional information on the  background and 

history of the exhibits.  

 Thanks also to the exhibition's hard-

working Chairman Richard T. Cooke and his 

team for their professionalism and commit-

ment in organising this worthwhile event. 

 

Legion of Mary  

Inchydoney 1957 

Kilmurry National School 1928-29 



Kilmurry Historical & Archaeological 
Society 

 
Have you a story of historical interest? 

Would you like to become involved in the 
society? 

Email:   
kilmurry.historical@gmail.com  or 
 contact any  committee member  

Kilbonane Cemetery  
Kilmurry Archaeological and Historical Society recently visited 
the historic cemetery of Kilbonane where local historian  Sean 
Crowley guided participants through the history of the grounds.  
 Kilbonane parish is typical of the early church period, 
small and compact comprising of just fifteen townlands,     
namely, Rathfelane, Parkmore, Rathcullen, Cloughduv,         
Kilbonane, Knockawaddra, Scart Upper, Scart Lower, Aherla 
More, Aherla Beg, Rathard, Knocknahilan, Curragheenbrien, 
Rearour and Knockanleigh. Later, it was amalgamated with 
Moviddy and Canovee to form the greater Kilmurry parish. The 
earliest church on the site possibly dates to 600 AD, about the 
time of Saint Finbarr who was born in nearby Garranes. This 
church was known as ‘St. Benan’s’ however, the present ruin is 
the remains of a church built between 1200 – 1400 AD.  
 The pectoral titles of Kilbonane belonged to the nun’s convent of Graney in Castledermot Co. Kildare. In July 
1490 Kilbonane had the medieval spelling of Killmaneayn when mentioned in the Papal register of Pope Innocent 
VII, which was used to keep track of the parishes and dioceses for taxation, administration, etc. 
 In the late 1500s Kilbonane changed from being Catholic to Protestant as a priest called John Breathnach, 
(Walsh), became what was termed ‘Conformist’ - meaning Protestant. It was not uncommon for families at the time 

to change religion in order to acquire land. One such family were 
the Spillanes who later became landlords and built Gurranes 
House and changed their name to ‘Splaine’. The Protestant status 
of Kilbonane was maintained by Breathnach’s successor Rory 
O’Flynn another conformist priest. However, O’Flynn was only  
allowed be a ‘Reader’ or ‘Lector’ as the Protestants distrusted him. 
 In 1639 Kilbonane church was reported to be in good repair 
and in 1663 a small Protestant congregation was noted to have left 
and went to Aglish. With the coming of the Penal Laws in the 
1700’s the history of Kilbonane is unclear but we do know from 
Catholic Church records that Kilbonane and Templemartin were 
united for a period. In 1704 Donogh O’Callaghan was Parish priest 

of Kilbrogan, Murragh and Templemartin at the age of 56 and he resided at Scarriff, Templemartin. In 1714    
O’Callaghan was succeeded by a Charles McCarthy and he is said to have been in charge of Kilbonane and     
Templemartin although there was a question about the continued inclusion of Kilbonane in this arrangement.  
However the easing of the Penal Laws saw the emergence of new larger Roman      
Catholic parishes many of which evolved in a mixed fashion resulting in mixed grave-
yards dotted around the countryside. Kilbonane was one such graveyard and contains 
the mortal remains of generations of old families deep-rooted in the Bride   valley area of 
Kilmurry Parish. Their names are too numerous to mention here but a walk around the 
cemetery will reveal a lot of fascinating family history. Kilbonane graveyard stores the 
emotion and history of many sad tragedies including one case where a young mother 
died leaving her infant children behind.   
 Kilbonane cemetery and places like it should never be forgotten, but thankfully 
there is a growing interest in preserving and maintaining these historic sites. What we do 
know for certain is that the people of Kilbonane and its hinterland had a great love and 
sense of connection to this holy spot that saw many changes during our oft
- times turbulent history. 

Car Crash  1905 

Ruins of the most recent church on the site 

KHAS members negotiate rough terrain  

Local Historian Sean Crowley explaining the 

history of the site 



Beal na Blath National School 1930s 

Interested in joining Kilmurry Historical Society??? 
Contact Terence McSwiney, Hon. Secretary (T 021 7336062) or any of the Society officers/committee members  

WE WANT TO HEAR YOUR 1916, 1921 and 1922 STORY 
 

The centenary of the War of Independence is fast approaching, also: 

· 1914 World War One begins 

· 1916 Easter Rising 

· 1916 Munster Fusiliers in WW1 and at the Battle of  the Somme 

· 1918 Establishment of the First Dáil  

· 1919 Start of War of Independence 

· 1920 Death of Terence McSwiney on hunger strike  

· 1920 Kilmichael ambush by the Old IRA 

· 1921 Crossbarry ambush by Old IRA 

· 1922 Death of Michael Collins 

· 1922-23    Civil War in Ireland 

Have you a story concerning the seismic Irish and world events of 100 

years ago? Have you any military records, letters, postcards or             

photographs of these events? 

 If anyone in your family took part or had any involvement in any 

of these events, we would love to hear your story and place it on         

permanent record. We already have a comprehensive display of 1916 and 

Civil War memorabilia, one of the central themes of our new museum 

will prominently feature this period. 

 This data will enable us to establish an archive of military records 

and memorabilia for Kilmurry Parish and to create exhibits on some of 

these men and women of our parish who fought, and died, for their     

beliefs and country.   

 If you have a family member who was involved but don’t have 

their military records, we would encourage you to request their records in 

time for these centenaries. Contact the Department of Defence and      

request their military records at Áras an tSáile, Renmore, Galway.  locall: 

1890 426444. Email: customer@defence.ie. These can take a year or 

longer to receive so don’t delay, contact them today! 

Can you name any of the people in the photo above?  If 

so please contact the society by email or phone. 

mailto:customer@defence.ie


KATE and MICHAEL O’CALLAGHAN (1885 – 1961) 
Kate O’Callaghan was born Kathleen Murphy at Oldforge, Crossmahon, Lissarda.  She graduated from the Royal 

University of Ireland and Cambridge. Moving to Limerick to take up a position as lecturer at the Mary Immaculate 

Training College, she met and married Michael O’Callaghan on the 30th July 1914. Michael was born on the 6th   

September 1879. His mother was a member of the Kilkenny Smithwick family. The O’Callaghan  family owned 

The City Tannery at Lower Gerald Griffin Street and Michael qualified as an industrial chemist  having completed a 

four year course at the Leather- Sellers College in London. He later became managing director of the firm. 

 Both Kate and Michael were politically active, he a member of Sinn Fein and Kate becoming a member of 

Cumann na mBan.  The couple were well suited and Kate brought an intellectual side to  Michael’s commitment to 

Irish culture and to self-determination as a nation. Michael became a member of the Irish Industrial Development 

Association and spent many Sundays addressing public meetings urging the need to support Irish manufacturers and 

their products.   

 Michael was first elected as a city councillor in 1911.  In January 1914, Michael  attended a meeting to     

establish the Irish Volunteers in Limerick and spoke from the stage with Patrick Pearse and Roger Casement. He also spoke at Pearse’s 

last lecture in Limerick in February 1916 and was a member of the Executive Committee of the Irish Volunteers from 1914 to 1919.   

After the 1916 Rising, he worked as treasurer of the National Aid Association and campaigned for the release of 1916 prisoners from 

British prisons.  In 1920, Michael became Lord Mayor of Limerick. 

 Following his attendance at the funeral of Cork Lord Mayor Tómas MacCurtain, he received two written death threats.  Then in 

February 1921, his house on North Strand, St. Margaret’s Villa, was raided by drunken police who told Kate that he would soon ‘know 

more about murder’.  As a precaution he occasionally stayed away from home, sleeping in the Royal George Hotel and other residences. 

After midnight, on Monday 7th March 1921, Michael O’Callaghan was savagely murdered. He and Kate were awakened by the sound of 

men seeking admission to the house. Kate opened the front door, where two men, wearing goggles, hats pulled down over their eyes and 

the collars of their coats pulled up, forced their way into the house. Armed with revolvers, they shot Michael dead at the foot of the stairs.  

Terrified, Kate struggled with the men and was shot in the arm. The killers then went on to murder the then Lord Mayor, George Clancy, 

who lived a short distance away. The killers were never identified. 

 Standing as a Sinn Féin candidate, Kate was elected to Dáil Éireann in1921 for the Limerick City-Limerick East constituency. She 

voted against the Anglo-Irish Treaty and sided with Éamon de Valera.  Kate was only one of two women elected in the 1922 General 

Election, this time as an Anti-Treaty Sinn Féin TD, the other being Mary MacSwiney, sister of the late Lord Mayor of Cork, Terence 

MacSwiney. In accordance with Sinn Féin abstentionist policy of the time, she did not take her seat in the third Dáil. She lost her seat in 

the 1923 general election. During the Civil War, Kate was interned in Kilmainham Jail where she went on hunger strike for 19 days.     

A traditional Irish costume worn by Kate O’Callaghan is on display at Kilmurry Museum. 
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Our ambitious project for a new Museum / Community Space is making good         

progress. Design team Owen McSwiney & Gerard Roche have finalised the drawings 

and layout for a two-storey building consisting of  a new Museum on the ground floor 

and a Community Space on the first floor, with a seating capacity for 80 people. The 

Building Committee continues to work hard on this development, and are in on-going 

discussions with West Cork Leader regarding funding and other issues, overall, we are      

confident of a positive outcome, we will keep you updated ! 

THANK YOU  
Without your subscription, the Society could not exist – it is used to cover    

repairs and maintenance of the museum, electricity bills, public liability      

insurance cover, printing costs, modest gift tokens to guest speakers at lectures/

field trips, postage costs, etc. Most of the work undertaken by the Society is 

entirely on a voluntary basis and at committee members’ own expense. The 

Committee would like to take this opportunity to thank you for your            

subscription renewals, lecture and general contributions and to all who have 

generously given their services free of charge during the past year. We would 

especially like to thank the Principal and Staff of Kilmurry National School for 

the continued use of their facilities.  


